
OLVER ANNOUNCES LEGISLATION TO ADDRESS RISING FUEL PRICES

  
  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced the introduction today of legislation that will help provide consumers relief at the gas pump by requiring automakers to increase the fuel efficiency of the vehicles they produce.

    "We must reduce our dependence on fossil fuel," Olver said. "This is an essential step toward improving energy efficiency and slowing global climate change."

  The legislation would raise Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards from a current average of 24 miles per gallon (MPG) to 33 MPG by 2015.  Olver is an original cosponsor of the bipartisan bill introduced today by House Science Committee Chairman Sherwood Boehlert (R-NY) and Congressman Ed Markey (D-MA).

  According to the National Academy of Sciences (NAS), the technology already exists to achieve even greater mileage than is mandated in the bill without sacrificing vehicle features or safety.  The NAS estimates significant fuel savings from an increase in CAFE standards.

    Even after accounting for the cost of the new technologies, it is estimated that the average sport utility vehicle, pickup or minivan owner would save more than $2000 over the life of the vehicle; car owners would save at least $1000.  And that is assuming gasoline costs only $2 per gallon.

  "Not only does this legislation improve energy efficiency, it has the added benefit of helping to protect consumers from high gas prices. The technology exists to improve fuel efficiency, and this will help hold automakers to their promise to improve fuel economy," Olver added.

   The original cosponsors of the Boehlert-Markey bill include Representatives Todd Platts (R-PA), John Lewis (D-GA), Mark Kirk (R-IL), Robert Menendez (D-NJ), Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD), Anna Eshoo (D-CA), Chris Shays (R-CT), Brad Miller (D-NC), Jim Leach (R-IA), John Olver (D-MA), Jim Gerlach (R-PA), Dennis Cardoza (D-CA), Nancy Johnson (R-CT), and Roscoe Bartlett (R-MD).
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